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Increase Recycling Working Group

• Welcome & Introductions, Co-chairs: 

Laura Francis, First Selectman, Town of Durham

Ben Florsheim, Mayor, City of Middletown

DEEP Support Team: Sherill Baldwin, Chelsey Hahn, Elly Moore



Welcome: Housekeeping

• Meeting is in webinar format, automatically muting
all attendees that are not panelists.

• This meeting is being recorded.

• Non-municipal participants: Please share your ideas and comments 
through ZOOM “chat” feature.

• All are encouraged to provide feedback to: 
DEEP.RecyclingProgram@ct.gov

mailto:DEEP.RecyclingProgram@ct.gov


Increase Recycling Working Group
Future Meeting Dates

• Full CCSMM Group Meeting Monday, November 16: 1:00-3:00pm

• Increase Recycling Meeting Monday, November 23: 1:00-3:00pm

• Increase Recycling Meeting Monday, December 7: 1:00-3:00pm

• Full CCSMM Group Meeting Wednesday, December 16: 1:00-3:00pm

• Full CCSMM Group Meeting Tuesday, January 5: 1:00-3:00pm

Registration information can be found on the Increase Recycling Working Group 
webpage: https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/CCSMM/Increased-recycling

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/CCSMM/Increased-recycling


Increase Recycling Working Group

• Focus of Presentations/Discussion:
oExisting Systems/ what’s working, needs improvement?

oResources for municipalities

oHow can local groups help?

oNecessary system improvements (diversion of problematic 
materials, creation of convenient local collection areas for 
recyclables)

oMunicipal Resources: “boxed-up” solutions that are convenient, no 
or low cost)
oWill be taking the form of "menu" of options



Public Comments and 
Environmental Justice Presentation

Public Comments

• Measures to improve quality of recovered materials 

• Develop and support recycling end-markets (for glass and building materials)
• Construction & Demolition Debris

Topics/Issues from EJ & Equity Presentation
Mike Ewall, Energy Justice Network, http://www.energyjustice.net

• Zero waste approach
• Rethink/Redesign, Reduce, Reuse, Source Separate, Unit-Based Pricing

• Support green jobs
• Incineration vs. Landfilling



10/27 Meeting Poll Results

What Topics Should We Cover At The Next Increase Recycling 
Working Group Meeting?

Source Separating Glass (increase quality/value) = 38%

Regional/Shared Services = 34%

Transfer Station Capacity/Satellite Collection Locations = 28%

Ban Single Use Plastics = 28%

Public Space Recycling = 21%

Repair Clinics = 14%

Recycling in Municipal Buildings, Including Schools = 10%

MSW/ Recycling Contracts = 7%



Managing, Processing and Utilizing Glass Locally

Eric Forbes, Director, Solid Waste Management Program, Fairfax 
County, Virginia
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Deconstruction: Reducing & Recovering Demolition Debris

Sherill Baldwin, Environmental Analyst, Sustainable Materials 
Management, CT DEEP

Increase Recycling Working Group



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

November 9, 2020
Sherill Baldwin
Sustainable Materials Management
CT DEEP

Building 
Deconstruction: 
The Value of 
Reuse



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

60% Diversion Goal

• To fully achieve the State’s diversion goal… 
the state must also increase the diversion 
of Construction and Demolition (C&D) 
waste.

Source: CT Comprehensive Materials Management Strategy, 2015
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CMMSFinalAdoptedComprehensiv eMaterialsManagementStrategy pdf .pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CMMSFinalAdoptedComprehensiveMaterialsManagementStrategypdf.pdf


Inbound Waste Loads Observed at CT C&D VRFs –
By Category

• In 2013, CT 
generated about 
1,041,643 Tons of 
C&D debris

• Per capita generation 
rate: 

~ 0.29 T/person/yr

• In 2013, the 4 VRFs 
with sorting lines avg. 
7% recycling rate

Construction and Demolition Waste Characterization and Market Analysis, March 2016, 

GREEN SEAL ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. https://portal.ct.gov/-

/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CM

MSFinal2016ConstructionAndDemolitionWasteCharacterizationStudyPDF.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CMMSFinal2016ConstructionAndDemolitionWasteCharacterizationStudyPDF.pdf
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Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

REUSE

• REUSE is extending the life of an item by using 
it more than once, for the same or a new 
function. By taking a useful product and 
exchanging it without reprocessing (i.e. 
recycling), reuse retains the embedded energy 
and natural resources used in the product’s 
initial manufacturing process. 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

REUSE vs. RECYCLING

Recycling or “down-cycling” is the process of breaking 
down a used item into its raw materials/components 
which are then used to make new items. Reuse is often 
using for original use in original form or “upcycling”.

Example:  Wood

• Reuse turns unwanted wood/lumber into flooring or 
furniture

• Recycling turns unwanted wood/lumber into 
sawdust, mulch or pellets.



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Demolitions in CT

Photo: Kelsey Quartuccio/DEEP Intern 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Building Demolitions in CT (1990-2014)
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Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

The systematic dismantling of a 
building or its parts to salvage 
and harvest the components 
within; with the purpose of 
reusing and/or recycling these 
reclaimed materials and 
commodities for their maximum 
economic and environmental 
value.
-Introduction to Deconstruction: A Comprehensive Training 
Manual, Building Material Reuse Association, 2012

Deconstruction



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

• Clean Outs

• Soft Stripping

• Full Deconstruction 
– structural impact

• Building Material 
Reuse Center

Parts of Building Material Reuse



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Photo: Joe DeRisi/Urbanminers, LLC



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

• Wood (lumber, flooring)

• Windows, Doors

• Cabinets

• Plumbing Products (aka ceramics)

• Electrical Products

• Radiators, woodstoves, etc.

• Landscape materials – including plants

• Non-wood flooring

• Roofing materials

Reusable Materials



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Reuse

• Timbers; large dimension 
lumber; plywood; flooring; 
molding; lumber longer 
than 6 feet

Wood (lumber, flooring)

Recycle

• Unpainted and untreated 
wood unfit for reuse

Photo: Joe DeRisi/Urbanminers, LLC



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Reuse

• Windows in good 
condition (for single 
panes, consider 
adding storm 
windows)

Recycle

• Metal frames and 
screens; unpainted 
and untreated wood

• Window “glass”



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Reuse

• Cabinets; hardware 
(hinges and knobs)

Cabinets

Recycle

• Hardware; 
unpainted and 
unfinished wood



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Reuse

• Sinks; tubs; toilets; 
faucets

Plumbing Products

Recycle/Dispose

• Metal pipe; 
outdated toilets; 
inefficient plumbing 
fixtures; faucets 
with lead content



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Reuse

• Electrical products 
in good working 
order

Electrical Products

Recycle

• Metals (fixtures, 
conduit)



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Reuse

• Timbers; stone; 
concrete; brick

• Shrubs; perennials; 
small trees

Landscape Materials

Recycle

• Untreated, 
unpainted wood



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
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Reuse and Recycling Industry

Increasing commercial and 

residential recycling collection 

within the state will directly increase 

local jobs.



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

If building deconstruction 

were fully integrated 

into the demolition industry, 

at least 100,000 jobs could 

be created in this sector.

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance , 

“Recycling Means Business,” 

http://www.ilsr.org/recycling/recyclingmeansbusiness.html



https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Energy/High-Performance-Building-Standards-for-State-Agency-and-School-Buildings


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/buildingstandards/ComplianceManualHighPerformanceBuildingspdf.pdf


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/Construction-and-Demolition-Waste/CD-Materials-Management


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/Construction-and-Demolition-Waste/CD-Materials-Management


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Construction-and-Demolition/Deconstruction


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Construction-and-Demolition/Local-Management-of-CD


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Construction-and-Demolition/Local-Management-of-CD


Name
Title
Email
Phone
Web

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Questions?

Sherill Baldwin
CT DEEP
Sustainable Materials Management
Sherill.Baldwin@ct.gov



Deconstruction: Reducing & Recovering Demolition Debris

Stephanie Phillips, Sr Historic Preservation Specialist, Office of Historic 
Preservation, San Antonio, Texas

Increase Recycling Working Group









































































Increase Recycling Working Group

• Questions, Comments/Discussion for municipal participants

• For non-municipal attendees, to submit comments and solutions, use 
the CHAT box or submit them through the public engagement request 
for comments and solutions or email DEEP.RecyclingProgram@ct.gov

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/CCSMM/CCSMM-Public-Engagement-Questions.pdf
mailto:DEEP.RecyclingProgram@ct.gov


Increase Recycling Working Group

Next meeting

Monday, November 23: 1:00-3:00pm

• Municipal Transfer Station General Permits, Satellite Sites

Gabrielle Frigon, Assistant Director, Waste Engineering 
and Enforcement Division, CT DEEP

• Pros and Cons of Waste Authorities and How to Create One

Speaker, TBA

• Recycling and Waste Contracts

The Recycling Partnership (invited)



Increase Recycling Working Group
Future Meeting Dates

• Full CCSMM Group Meeting Monday, November 16: 1:00-3:00pm

• Increase Recycling Meeting Monday, November 23: 1:00-3:00pm

• Increase Recycling Meeting Monday, December 7: 1:00-3:00pm

• Full CCSMM Group Meeting Wednesday, December 16: 1:00-3:00pm

• Full CCSMM Group Meeting Tuesday, January 5: 1:00-3:00pm

Registration information can be found on the Increase Recycling Working Group 
webpage: https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/CCSMM/Increased-recycling

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/CCSMM/Increased-recycling

